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Recently the Twin Cities IWW formed an Anti-Fascist Committee to coordinate our General Membership 
Branch’s response against recent fascist provocations. 

Counter-mobilization against the NSM 

In early October 2009, the neo-nazi National Socialist Movement (NSM) 
called for a rally outside the Midtown YWCA in south Minneapolis to 
protest a workshop being held against white supremacy. This same outfit 
had been doing racist agitation against immigrant workers in packinghouse 
city of Austin in southern Minnesota. 

Members of the IWW along with other activists pulled together a mass 
meeting to plan a response to the NSM threat, leafieted the YWCA 
neighborhood, and coordinated security. The resulting 
counter-demonstration, organized in only a couple of days, was a strong 
showing. 200 people from the neighborhood, several workplaces where the IWW is active, veterans of previ¬ 
ous struggles against the fascists, queer activists, and others surrounded the tiny contingent of nazis and 
prevented them from coming near the YWCA or appearing on Lake Street. Even though the police protected 
the nazis, a clear message was sent that any fascist provocation in Minneapolis, especially a multi-racial 
working-class neighborhood, would receive a militant anti-racist response. 

Following this successful mobilization, Wobblies made two trips down to Austin MN, to meet with organizers 
from the immigrant community there and to join a counter-mobilization to another NSM rally. 
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The Fascist Threat 

But should an anti-fascist committee really be a priority for a 
union? The IWW will continue to make organizing on the job 
our main focus, but it is also important that we look at the 
big picture and see the situation for the working-class as a 
whole. 

With 10% official unemployment (the real number is much 
higher), a wave of home foreclosures, and the unending im¬ 
perialist “war on terror”, it is quite likely that class & social 
conflict will sharpen and even explode. In this situation, not 
only will our union continue to gain strength, but also a 
range of groups across the political spectrum that are offer¬ 
ing “solutions” to the economic and social crisis, including 
the fascists will emerge and grow. 




The fascists are a danger for 3 major reasons: 

1. The damage they can do. The Ku Klux Klan, neo-nazi, 
and other fascist groups have a long history of terror¬ 
ism, intimidation, physical attacks and outright murder 
directed 

against the Black community, immigrants, Jews, queers, 
radicals and union organizers. 


2. The ideas they promote 

The fascists advance a white-supremacist ideology that 
blames immigrants, people of color, Jews and Muslims, 
queers, and the poor for the economic insecurity of white 
workers. The overall white supremacist history of the 
United States makes many white communities potentially 
fertile ground for fascist organizing. Where these ideas 
gain traction, class unity across race, nationality, and other 
divisions can be severely hindered. Some of the concepts 
first promoted by the fascists (such as a wall on the US- 
Mexico border) eventually get taken up by sections of the ruling-class 
and implemented by the government. 


3. The diversion they cause. 

The fascists present themselves as a revolutionary alternative to the capitalist system and recruit people angry 
at the raw deal they face. In certain areas these are the same workers that the IWW would hope to 
recruit to internationalist, anti-racist revolutionary unionism. This 
means that in places like Austin, MN we will need to compete with 
the fascists for the hearts and minds of rebel workers and youth. 


Historic Legacy 

In organizing this committee the Twin Cities Branch is following in a 
long legacy of IWW and other militant labor resistance to the Ku 
Klux Klan and neo-nazi organizing. 

The IWW is well known as the first serious force for organizing 
workers into multi-racial unions against the bosses and their gov¬ 
ernment. This stance earned the IWW a wave of repression from 
the government and also from outfits like the Ku Klux Klan. In San 
Pedro CA, 1924 the KKK was used to viciously attack the Wobbly 
stronghold among the port workers in the IWW Maritime Transport 
Industrial Workers Union hospitalizing several children of IWW 
workers with severe burns. 















Union baristas, bussers, and shift supervisors have fought successfully toward improved scheduling and staff¬ 
ing levels, increased wages, and workplace safety. Workers who join the union have immediate access to co¬ 
workers and members of the community who will struggle with them for a better life on the job. 


Twin Cities IWW Marks The Future 


Erik W. Davis 


The Twin Cities branch of the IWW has accomplished an astonish¬ 
ing amount over just a few years since our chartering in 2005. Be¬ 
ginning with just a few core rank-and-file union activists and organ¬ 
izers, the Twin Cities branch has expanded to multiple industries, 
and our numbers are growing fast - every meeting has more peo¬ 
ple than the one 
before. 

In the last year, we not only concentrated on the core goal -organ¬ 
izing the worker (to organize the workplace) - but took concrete 
steps to make that goal easier. We acquired official office space in 
historic Northeast Minneapolis, in the Grain Belt Bottling Building; 
our public campaigns took important steps locally in defense of our 
campaigns not yet public - man, I wish we could tell you, but that’s 
public.’ 


membership. As for our 
why they’re called ‘not yet 





But we do have some public plans, and they’re not secret. We plan to continue expanding our 
membership. We have begun taking concrete steps to ex¬ 
pand not only in our numbers, but in our diversity and our 
insistence that we organize the entire working class, re¬ 
gardless of sex, race, language, nation, religion, gender, or 
any other ridiculous basis. Since the founding our of union 
in 1905 we have always refused these divisions. We do 
discriminate, but only on the basis of class: we will have no 
members from the employing class (we also don’t allow 
politicians or officers from other unions as a matter of 
conflict-of-interest). Everyone is welcome, and even sympa¬ 
thetic employers can join our General Defense Committee. 

We intend to expand existing campaigns - both the public 
and as yet non-public ones. We will continue to push for¬ 
ward on the solidarity campaigns in which we are involved, including solidarity with prisoner 
Marie Mason and local workers experiencing increased abuse and pressure from their bosses 
during the recession. And we plan to reach 



out to new allies within the Twin Cities and further afield, to work together where we can, and 
to support each other as we do the work necessary to abolish capitalism and establish a 
democratically run world of social and economic liberty. 


With the New Year’s Party past us, our first major public event of the year is complete. In ad¬ 
dition to regularly scheduled meetings, our next public events will include a Black History 
event in February. We’ll also be weighing whether to host the international IWW Delegate 
Convention here in the Twin Cities in the Fall. 

Beyond purely local movement, the union as a whole also recently elected a new slate of offi¬ 
cers to positions as General Secretary-Treasurer, members of the General Executive Board, 
the International Solidarity Committee, and a host of others, not to mention referenda on mat¬ 
ters of concern to the entire membership. If you’re a member, go read your General Organiza¬ 
tional Bulletins (GOB)! 

If you’re not a member, ask a fellow worker who is! 
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